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NCHANGEABLENESS is an eſſential quality of a 

mind; there can be no error in the counſels of infinite wiſ- 
dom, no defeat to the purpoſes of Almighty power. This our con- 
ception of the Supreme Being, his viſible creation around us abun- 
dantly confirms ; amid all the variety of exiſtence, in all which our 
faculties can comprehend, we ſee an unity of deſign, which the 
more we contemplate the more we muſt admire. Throughout the 
animal and vegetable kingdoms, in the means provided for the pro- 
duction, the ſuſtenance, and health of individuals, there prevails an 
uniformity ſtrongly expreſſive of their great Author. 

The motions of the heavenly bodies, with the various Phænome- 
na dependent on them, wonderful and beneficial as they are, ma 
be reſolved into a few ſimple and fixed laws. Thus hath he, with 
whom is no variableneſs neither ſhadow of turning, ſtamped his 
own conſtancy on all his works, nor can any thing proceed from 
him, but what is beautiful, regular and conſiſtent. | 

The ſame character, in which God has been pleaſed to reveal 
himſelf in the natural world, he maintains alſo in the moral; nor 
can he either change his counſels with regard to the duty and deſ- 
tiny of his creatures, or perplex them with falſe and contradiftory 
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Tevelations of his will. Whatever ſyſtems of religion therefore 

retend to a divine original conſiſtency, that indiſpenſable evidence 
of truth, muſt ſupport their pretenſions to ſo high an authority. 

As the old and new Teſtament are each admitted by Chriſtians 
to have proceeded from God; that our faith may be grounded on 
reaſon, we ought to be convinced that they are not repugnant to 
each other. And in vain ſhall we produce againſt the infidel our 
whole force of external evidence, unleſs we car obviate the appa- 
rent contradictions he may be able to point out; unanſwer'd objec- 
tions of this nature invalidate all our proofs. 

This argument however can only affect the general ſcope and 
ſubſtance of each revelation ; the apparent contradictions of ſingle 
paſſages are occaſioned by a multitude of incidental circumſtances, 
which are frequently ſo minute and varying as to elude our ſtricteſt 
ſearch, and are the unperceived but no leſs real cauſe of many ſeem- 
ing inconſiſtencies. Hence to conſider and remove every difficulty 
which an ingenious objector might raiſe, would be an endleſs and 
unprofitable labor ; we may however remark in general 

That many of theſe difficulties may be accounted for, from 
the occaſions on which the ſeveral parts of theſe revelations were 
deliver'd, or the different character and circumſtances of the people, 
to whom the revelations themſelves were addreſſed. 

II. That others are a neceſſary conſequence of the different 
idioms of language, in ages ſo remote from each other, as the eras 
of theſe revelations. 

III. That allowance muſt be made for errors in tranſcribing and 
tranſlating, with other ſources of miſconception, to which the an- 
tiquity of the ſacred writings unavoidably expoſes them. 

IV. That when the general deſign of a work is known, it muſt 
be uſed as a key in the interpretation of ambiguous paſlages. 


V. That we know but in part the deſigns of God, whoſe coun- 
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ſels are unſearchable and his ways paſt finding out; and therefore 
that many of the difficulties in revelation, like thoſe in nature, 
muſt be reſolved into our ignorance. | 

Theſe conſiderations may remove 2 moſt of the objections, 
which can be drawn from particular paſſages; but it is not from 
theſe that we apprehend the danger to revelation, nor on their re- 
moval that we reſt it's vindication. The infidel muſt prove the old 
and new Teſtaments to be contradictory in their fundamental doc- 
trines, if from ſuch contradiction he would invalidate their proof; 
and the Chriſtian, to prove the truth of his religion and the reaſo- 
nableneſs of his belief, muſt reconcile thoſe 2 in the two re- 
velations, where their ſpirit and general ſenſe appear to be repug- 
nant. | 
At our firſt entering on this enquiry, we are ſtruck with a for- 
midable difficulty, a ſeemingly total difference in the leading prin- 
ciples of each diſpenſation. 

I. The worſhip of the Jews was full of external rites and poſitive 
ordinances ; they had their ſet times of prayer and thankſgiving ; 
their ſolemn days and weeks, their faſts and feſtivals ; they had their 
allowed and their forbidden meats, their holy perſons and things, 
their ſacrifices and purificatione. Theſe the Chriſtian legiſlator al- 
moſt entirely neglected ; he appointed no particular place of worſhip, 
and required only from the worſhippers of the Father, that they 
ſhould worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth ; his Apoſtles declared days 
and meats to be indifferent; holy perſons and things, purifications 
and ſacrifices, have no place in the Chriſtian ſcheme. The only 
poſitive injunctions preſcribed to Chriſtians were two highly ſig- 
nificant and inſtructive ſacraments; the one expreſſive of the re- 
miſſion of their fins, and the ſpotleſs purity they ought to main- 
- tain ; the other commemorative of the love of him, who died that 
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they might live, and ſtooped to ignominy that they might be raiſed 
to glory. 

l. Obedience was the condition of acceptance under the Jewiſh 
diſpenſation, faith under the Chriſtian ; the language of the law 
was, „the man that doeth them ſhall even live in them ;”” that of 
the Goſpel is, he that believeth on the Son of God hath ever- 
laſting life.” | | 

III. The influences of the holy ſpirit of God are conſtantly held 
forth in the Goſpel as alone effectual to ſanctification; whereas the 
junctions and threatenings of the law ſeem to conſider man, as 
able by his own unaſſiſted powers to arrive at virtue and happineſs. 

IV. The ſanctions of the Jewiſh economy were temporal, and 
the immediate conſequence of their obedience or diſobedience ; while 
Chriſtians are taught to expect tribulation in the world, and by pa- 
tient continuance in well doing to ſeek for glory and immortality. 

V. Chriſt in his ſermon on the mount corrected the law of Mo- 
ſes, with reſpect to ſeveral fundamental points of morality. 

The anſwer to theſe objections, formidable as they appear, and 
levelled againſt the very fundamentals of our faith, almoſt every one 
will readily anticipate ; the intention however of this performance 
requires, that we ſhould give them a diſtin& and full conſideration. 
. We muſt remember that the Jewiſh diſpenſation was prepara- 
tory to the Chriſtian ; ſuch Moſes himſelf declared it to be, when 
he ſpoke of another Prophet like unto himſelf ; and Jeremiah ex- 
preſly foretells the future abolition of the Jewiſh, and eſtabliſh- 
ment of a better covenant. Upon this principle it is eaſy to ac- 
count for the rites and ceremonies of the moſaic ceconomy. 

Since it pleaſed God for the advancement of his gracious deſigns, 
to preſerve in a choſen people, the knowledge of himſelf and the 
expectation of a Redeemer, it was neceſſary to ſeparate them from 
other nations by ſome peculiarities in their civil polity and religious 
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worſhip. Moreover, ſince the Jews were prone to idolatry, a variety 
of ſolemn and ſplendid ordinances were peculiarly needful to engage 
them in the worſhip of the one true God. At the ſame time theſe 
rites and ceremonies ſhadowed out the future coming and othce of 
the Meſſiah. At his appearing the great purpoſes of Heaven were 
accompliſhed, and types and ſhadows were done away. Still how- 

ever the moral law remains, and will remain for ever ; nor did the 
ceremonial law expire till thoſe ends were accompliſhed for which 
it was ordained ; from neither the one nor the other did one jot or 
tittle fall to the ground, till all was fulfilled. 91 

The ſecond difficulty was the different qualifications of obedience 
and faith, to which the divine favor is promiſed in the old and new 
Teſtament. To thoſe who lay any ſtreſs on this objection, I would 
ſuggeſt the following conſiderations. 

I. That the terms deliver'd by Moſes, “ he that doeth them 
ſhall even live in them,” are not ſo much expreſſive of the particu- 
lar diſpenſation, under which the Iſraelites were placed, as cha- 
racteriſtic of the very nature of law, conſider' d as a rule of right 
conduct. Perfect virtue, or an unerring obfervance of the divine 
law, is, in itſelf entitled to happineſs ; but in his fallen ſtate man is 
utterly unable to fulfil this law, the worſhip he can pay is wholly 
inadequate to the holineſs of that Being to whom it is addreſſed, 
and his affections are too ſelfiſh and inordinate, for that unbounded 
charity and ſpotleſs purity which perfect obedience would require; 
ſo that no one can lay claim to Heaven on the footing of native 
1 or by doing the works of the law ÞHope to live in 
them. 

IT. That faith has always been the condition of admittance into 
every covenant, which God has been pleaſed to make with Man. 
The covenant, which God enter'd into with Abraham, was a repe- 
tition and extenſion of the original promiſe given to Adam, on 
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which promiſe all the religion of the Patriarchs was grounded. 
And it is remarkable that through the ſame act of faith, by which 
Abraham was made the Father of the promiſed ſeed, in whom all 
the families of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed; he was made alſo the 
Father of that people who ſhould inherit the land of Canaan. So 
that in him the foundation both of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation was laid, and the only qualification for admiſſion into each 
was faith. The ſubſequent hiſtory of the Jews abundantly teſtifies; 
that it was their confidence in the promiſes of God which inſured 
them his protection, and their unbelief which forfeited his regard. 
Let us conſider now how the caſe ſtands with Chriſtians ; they 
by faith are brought into the covenant of the goſpel, are made the 
children of God and heirs of eternal life ; nor can they be deprived 
of their heavenly inheritance, but by throwing off their allegiance 
to their God and Saviour. | | | 
Holineſs is the badge and law of their profeſſion, and every ha- 
bitual and allowed fin is an apoſtacy from the cauſe in which they 
are engaged, a forfeiture of their title to glory and immortality. 
Thus both in the Jewiſh and Chriſtian diſpenſations, faith was the 
mean of admiſſion into the Church of God, and holineſs the mea- 
ſure, in exact proportion to which the rewards they offered were 
diſpenſed. | | 
The agreement may be obſerved ſtill farther ; the faith both of 
the Jew and Chriſtian was built upon the ſame foundation ; the 
Goſpel declares, that there is none other name under Heayen, 
whereby men may be faved, but that of Jeſus Chriſt ; and the 
hope of Iſrael reſted on the expected Meſſiah. The faith indeed of 
the latter was indiſtinctly applied, but faith is accepted by God as a 
principle of the heart, tho' it's direction and limitation muſt be re- 
gulated by the knowledge of him who poſſeſſes it; in the Jew it 
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that of a Meſſiah would claim his firſt regard; in the Chriſtian of 
his promiſes thro' Jeſus Chriſt : in both it is the ſame diſpoſition 
of mind clearly or faintly directed to it's proper object, in proportion 
to the knowledge of a more or leſs enlightened age. 

Certain it is that whether to thoſe who know him, or to thoſe 
who never heard his name, falvation is, and always has been, en- 
tirely through Chriſt. Immediately after the fall he was promiſed, 
the ſeed who ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head ; in him were all the 
families of the Earth to be bleſſed ; he was the true paſchal lamb, 
and like the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, he was lifted up for the heal- 
ing of the nations; but why ſhould I enumerate particular de- 
clarations of ſcripture ? The old Teſtament is full of Chriſt ; in him 
all the types are fulfilled, to him all the Prophets bear witneſs, in 
him all it's rites and ceremonies centre, the daily ſacrifice derived 
all it's efficacy from him, and through his powerful interceſſion the 
prayers of the high prieſt in the holy of holies were heard and ac- 
cepted. So far are the old and new Teſtament from being contra- 
dictory in this eſſential article, that the more we contemplate 
their complete and ſublime agreement, the more we are ſtruck with 
wonder and veneration. | 

Again it may be ſaid, when the moral law was deliver'd by Mo- 
ſes to the Children of Iſrael, and this ſevere penalty annex d, © cur(- 
ed 1s every one, that continueth not in all things that are written in 
the book of the law to do them,” does it not proceed on the ſup- 
poſition, that man is able to ſatisfy it's demands and eſcape the ri- 
gid ſentence ? In the new Teſtament, on the contrary, the utter 
inability of man to do the will of God is conſtantly held forth. 

To this we may reply, that to the inſufficiency of man * the old 
Teſtament bears abundant. teſtimony, and that without the Goſpel 
the rigorous terms of the law are indeed a difficulty. We find a 
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rule of life enjoining perfect holineſs delivered to creatures, who, as 
our daily experience convinces ug, are totally unable to comply with 
it's conditions. How ſhall we account for ſo ſevere an exaction? 
Ho ſhall we eſcape the threatened deſtruction ? This anxious lan- 
guage the law teaches us, that thus as our ſchoolmaſter it may lead 
us to Chriſt. To his Goſpel we are entirely indebted for the ſolu- 
tion of our difficulties, and the removal of our fears. 

* « Now we know that what things ſoever the law faith, it ſaith 
*« to them who are under the law, that every mouth may be ſtop- 
*« ped, and all the world may become guilty before God; therefore 
by the deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his fight, 
for by the law is the knowledge of ſin : but now the righteouſ- 
* neſs of God without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the 
* law and the prophets ; even the righteouſneſs of God, which is 
* by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all and upon all them that be- 
« lieve ; for there is no difference: for all have ſinned and come 
< ſhort of the glory of God, being juſtified freely by his grace thro' 
the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath ſet forth 
* to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his _— 
* teouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, through the for- 
e bearance of God.” And again; + * Is the law againſt the pro- 
„ miſes of God? God forbid ; for if there had been a law given, 
* which could have given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been 
* by the law, but the ſcripture hath concluded all under fin, that 
«« the promiſe by faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given to them that 
ce believe.” To what end then ſerveth the law ? It was added be- 
cauſe of tranſgreſſions, to-convince men of their guilt and lead them 
to embrace the promiſe. | | 

Theſe paſſages need no comment, they ſhew in the cleareſt light, 
in what a deplorable ſtate the law and it's conditions left mankind, 
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and alſo how gracious a remedy is provided in the Goſpel ; what 
inconſiſtency then can there be betwixt diſpenſations, whereof the 
ſecond removes the evil, which the firſt clearly manifeſted but could 
not do away. Chriſtianity not only diſcovers a method of ſalvation 
for fallen Man, but imparts to him the moſt en aſſiſtance for 
the attainment of virtue and happineſs, even the heavenly influences 
of the ſpirit of God. This glorious light which illuminates the 
Goſpel day, darted ſome few rays athwart the darkneſs of the Jewiſh 
night; Jeremiah expreſsly foretells the future happy effects it ſhould 
produce in the world *I will put my laws into their mind, and 
«« write them in their hearts, and I will be to them a God, and they 
„ ſhall be to me a people, and they ſhall not teach every man his 
*- neighbour and every man his brother, ſaying, know the Lord, for 
« all ſhall know me, from the leaſt to the greateſt ; for I will be 
* mercitul to their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins and their iniquities 
« will I remember no more.” That favored period is now arrived, 
and the holy fpirit of God now writes upon the hearts of believers, 
thoſe laws which Moſes receiv'd engraved upon tables of ſtone. 

Another difficulty was the temporal and immediate ſanctions of 
the Jewiſh œconomy, contraſted with the future eternal rewards 
and puniſhments of Chriſtianity. 

When we reflect that life and immortality were to be brought to 
light by the Goſpel, and that the Jewiſh economy was but pre- 
paratory to the introduction of that light, we ſee no reaſon why 
the Jews ſhould be favored with clearer intimations of a future 
ſtate, than the Gentile nations by whom they were ſurrounded. 
As they were intended to preſerve in the world a knowledge of 
the true God, and an expectation of the Meſſiah, it was neceffary 
that they ſhould be acquainted with the unity of the divine nature, 
the fall of man, and the promiſe of a Redeemer. But why they 
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ſhould be fully inſtructed in the counſels of God, poſterior to the 
teftruftion of, this lower world, there appears not any reaſon in the 
intention or conſtitution of the Moſaic diſpenſation ; they had in 
common with the reſt of mankind the hopes and fears of nature, 
* ſtrengthened by frequent intimations of their own prophets, nor 
was there any thing in the law of Moſes to diſcourage their hopes, 
or remove their apprehenſions. 

And as there was no reaſon why the Jews ſhould enjoy that cer- 
tain expectation of another life, which animates a Chriſtian, ſo nei- 
ther among Chriſtians is there that neceſſity for temporal and pre- 
ſent ſanctions, which ſubſiſted amongſt the Jews. Moſes appear'd 
as a Meſſenger from Heaven, to give laws to the Children of Iſraecl, 
and place them under the immediate government of God himſelf ; 
To prove therefore in the moſt ſatisfactory manner, the divinity of 
his legation, the validity of his laws, and the reality of the divine 

reſence amongſt them, it was neceſſary that obedience ſhould pub- 
licly receive it's reward, and diſobedience meet with an open and 
exemplary puniſhment. 

Laſtly, it may be objected, that Chriſt in his ſermon on the 
mount, alters many particulars of the moral law, without aſſigning 
any reaſon but his own authority. | 

It may be ſufficient to obſerve on theſe paſſages, that in the two 
firſt inſtances, anger and adultery, he only enforces the command- 
ment of the Jewiſh law with greater ſtrictneſs, extending the pro- 
hibition of the crime, to the evil inclinations, whence they proceed. 
The abſolute prohibition of ſwearing can extend only to the uſe of 
it in trivial matters or common converſation, ſince the example 
both of our Lord and his Apoſtles juſtifies the confirmation of 
an oath on ſolemn and important occaſions. It obviates alſo a miſ- 
conception of the Jews, who conſidered ſwearing by the Creatures 


* Pſalm xvi. 9, 10, 11, xvii. 15. xlix. 15. Prov. xiv. 32. Eccle. xi. 9. xii. 7, 13, 14. 
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to be far more excuſable, than ſwearing by the name of God, and 
likewiſe made a diſtinction between different kinds of oaths, ſup- 
poſing that ſome only were binding: to this miſtake our Saviour's 
remark, that he who ſwears by the Creatures, ſwears alſo by their 
Maker directly applies. When the law ſays an eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth,” it delivers a judicial precept, regulating the 
proportion of crimes and puniſhments ; the 3 baer of this pre- 
cept to juſtify private revenge is what Chriſt is combating. The 
command “ thou ſhalt hate thine enemy” is not in the old Teſta- 
ment, and can be only inferred from the commiſſion to the Chil- 
dren of [Iſrael reſpectiug the extirpation of the Canaanites, the dif- 
ficulty ariſing from this commiffion ſhall be conſidered in another 
lace. 

Thus the doctrines of the old and new Teſtament appear to be 
virtually the ſame, or if in any inſtance they differ, there are rea- 
{ons graciouſly levelled to our capacities, which will account for 
their diſagreement. Other reaſons beſides theſe may exiſt in the 
divine mind, which at preſent we cannot comprehend ; we ſee now 
as in a glaſs darkly, but the time will come when we ſhall behold 
end contemplate in their ſull luſtre the unity and perfection of God's 
diſpenſations. 

But beſides theſe difficulties contain'd in the very nature and 
principles of each revelation, there are other collateral objections 
collected from the Jewiſh hiſtory, too important to be neglected. 
A right notion of the moral character and attributes of the Deity, 
is ſo eſſential to a juſt and acceptable worſhip of him, that no re- 
velation ought to be received as from God which errs in this fun- 
damental article. Here a new difficulty preſents itſelf ; the repre- 
ſentations given of the divine nature, in the old Teſtament, are in. 
ſome places ſo different from thoſe ſet before us in the new, that 
they ſeem not to be deſcriptions of the ſame perfect Being. by 
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In the new Teſtament God is repreſented as no reſpecter of per- 
ſons, but accepting every one that feareth him and worketh righte 
outneſs : as having ſo loved the world that he ſent his Son to fave 
it, as rendering to every man according to his deeds : as preferring 
real holineſs to outward obſervances, and puniſhing fin with far 
greater ſeverity, than the mere neglect of external ordinances ; as 
not ſuffering any man to be tempted above that he is able to bear, 
but with the temptation alſo making a way to eſcape. To this a- 
miable view of the divine character the old Teſtament ſuggeſts the 
following objections. 

How was it conſiſtent with the juſtice and holineſs of God to 
confine to one people, the knowledge of himſelf and the expecta- 
tion of a Meſſiah ; and to leave the Gentile world involved in the 


blindneſs and ſuperſtition of an idolatrous worthip ? ” 
Or how can the extirpation of the Canaanites agree with the 


character of a God of love ? 

How can we reconcile thoſe paſſages in the Jewiſh hiſtory, where 
we find the Son puniſhed for the guilt of the Father, with the no- 
tion of a governor, who renders to every one according to his works. 

When Uzzah was puniſhed with inſtant death for only touch- 
ing the Ark leſt it ſhould fall, and the Man, who gathered ſticks 
on the Sabbath-day, was ſtoned ; while the deceit of Jacob and the 
inceſt of Lot were recorded without cenſure ; how did their puniſh- 
ments manifeſt the arm of a Being, who is more jealous of a viola- 
tion of holineſs, than the neglect of external obſervances? 

God has been pleaſed to reveal to man the holineſs and perfection 
of his nature, and, however repugnant to his attributes theſe in- 
ſtances of his moral government may appear, there are not want- 
ing qbvious reaſons ſufficient to account for them. 

e object, perhaps, to the diſtinguiſhing privileges of the Jewiſh 
nation ; but for what end were theſe advantages conferred ? -d or 
their 
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their ſakes only, or for ours alſo? We have ſeen that the Moſaic 
economy was inſtituted to prepare the way for a better and more 
extenſive covenant. - The long ſeries of prophecies, and ſplendid 
apparatus of types and ſacrifices, were not intended merely to ho- 
nour a ſingle nation, but to uſher in with due ſolemnity and more 
ſtriking evidence the expected Meſſiah, the promiſed reſtorer of a 
ruined world. Should we then murmur at the ways of God for 
diſtinguiſhing with ſuperior advantages thoſe, whom he employed 
as inſtruments of his gracious deſigns? They might indeed have 
been the happieſt and greateſt of nations ; but their own blindneſs 
and hardneſs of heart reſiſted the benevolent counſels of Heaven: 
we never in fact find them to have arrived at any remarkable height 
of grandeur or dominion, and more often contemplate in their fad 
example the terrors of abuſed goodneſs than the happineſs of a 
choſen people. 

But do not the extirpation of the Canaanites, the deſtruction of 
their cities, and the commanded maſſacre of even women and chil- 
dren contradict that amiable character of the Deity, which fo ſtrong- 
ly affected the heart of St. John, when he declared God is love? 
Noz it 1s not inconſiſtent with the goodneſs of the ſupreme Being 
to viſit a nation for it's fins ; and it may be neceſſary and even be- 
neficial to effect his purpoſes by means ſuch as (famine, peſtilence, 
or the ſword,) which deſtroy without diſtinction the innocent and 
the guilty. It may, I ſay, be neceflary and even beneficial ; for fo 
great is our ignorance of the ſcheme of God's government, that 
we cannot cavil at the difficulties it contains without the greateſt 
folly and preſumption. Nor is it any reflection upon his goodneſs, 
though it certainly exhibits his wiſdom and power in their fulleſt 
luſtre, that he employs, as miniſters of his wrath, the ſame people, 
whom he is making the inſtruments of his mercy, and cauſes the 
ſame event to be ſubſervient to his vengeance and his love. 
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in the next place it may be aſked ; © what account can we give 
ot thoſe paſſages in the Jewiſh hiſtory, where God is repreſented as 
punithing in the Son the guilt and iniquity of the Father ? We may 
anſwer, that theſe actions are attributed to God under the character 
of King of the Iſraelitee, and have no reference to the final ſtate 
of the perſons in queſtion. We find in fact, that length of days 
and ſhortneſs of life, proſperity and adverſity, are in the ordinary 
government of the world by no means diſtributed in proportion to 
the merits or demerits of mankind ; where then is the injuſtice of 
ordering theſe things with a view to the promotion of ſome great 
deſign, rather than regulating them by a diſtribution merely arbi- 


trary ? The bare inequality is the only aſſignable ground of com- 


plaint, and, repine as we will, we ſee the inequality ſtill ſubſiſting, 
and that for wiſe and beneficial reaſons. 

Thus, when we read of the ſeparation of the ten tribes from 
the kingdom of Rehoboam on account of the wickedneſs of Solo- 
mon, or the removal of the ſceptre from Jehoram, for the iniquity 
of his father Ahab, what concluſion can we draw, but that the 
kingdoms of the Earth are in the hands of the Lord, and that he 
giveth them to whomſoever he will? And we may add, happy is it 
for mankind that he does ſo, ſince whatever he wills for man is at 
once the wiſeſt and the beſt. Thus the character given of God in 
ſcripture is the ſame with that, in which he manifeſts himſelf as 
ſupreme diſpoſer of events on Earth. 

To this account it may perhaps be objected, that it confounds 
the diſpenſation of immediate rewards and puniſhments, which the 
Jews were ſaid to be under, with the ordinary courſe of providence, 
by which the world is governed. By no means; the immediate 
ſanctions of the Moſaic diſpenſation affected the Iſraelites only as 
a people; their arms were victorious, or they fled before their ene- 
mies, accordingly as they ſhewed themſelves an obedient or perverſe 

nation. 
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nation. But that certain temporal rewards of obedience were not 
to be expected by individuals, as ſuch, is ſufficiently apparent from 
the afflictions of which David ſo frequently complains, and from 
the ſufferings of prophets and holy men, who were ſtoned, were 
ſawn aſunder, tempted and ſlain with the fword ; who wandered 
in ſheep ſkins, and goat ſkins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented. 

Further, when we read of the exemplary puniſhment inflicted on 
an inconſiderate, indeed, but unintended violation of ſacred things, 
and the eaſy forgiveneſs of the vileſt and moſt flagrant crimes, can 
we believe that the old Teſtament ſpeaks the ſame language as the 
new, with reſpe& to the nature of thoſe offences, which are moſt 
odious in the fight of God? To begin with the latter part of the 
objection ; it will be allowed that the new Teſtament repreſents 
the ſupreme Being as merciful to finners ; under this character we 
ſhall not be ſurprized to find him pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſſion 
and ſin. And as to the former part ſince the inſtance of Uzzah is 

eculiarly ſtriking, whoſe intention was not to violate, but rather to 
preſerve the Ark of God, a vindication of that may ſerve to clear 
any others of the ſame nature. 

We muſt remember then, that God is the ſupreme diſpoſer of 
all things, with whom are the iſſues of life and death; and that he 
may conſiſtently with his juſtice call out of the preſent ſtate of ex- 
iſtence, any one whoſe removal the purpoſes of his providence may 
require. That, as the Jewiſh religion-was full of external ceremo- 
nies, it was of the utmoſt importance to-impreſs on the minds of 
the people a ſtrong and laſting idea of the inviolable ſacredneſs of 
holy things. 

That Uzzah muſt be conſider'd, not as receiving a puniſhment 
proportioned to his offence, but rather, as falling a victim to that 
particular mode of government, which the Jewiſh inſtitution had 
appointed, | 1 
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40 tne eiouties we have already conſider'd, many others might 
1 Fa added, but at preſent we will mention only that of 
the Almighty's having choſen a people to guard and tranſmit the 
ſacred Oracles, who proved on almoſt every occaſion diſobedient to 
his will. Does this choice, urges the objector, harmonize with 

the character of the all wiſe God? In return we may aſk, how 
do we know, that an obedient and virtuous people would have 
been the moſt proper mean of conveying to mankind the intended 
bleſſing? The obſtinacy and ſtubbornneſs of the Iſraelites, with 
their preſent infidelity and diſperſion, have in fact redounded to the 
glory of God ; and we ſee in the hiſtory of the Jews ſo perfect a 
delineation of the human heart, as is no where elſe to be met with. 

Thus neither in it's doctrines nor it's morality, nor in the views 
it affords us of the divine nature, does the old Teſtament in any 
wiſe contradict the new; we cannot conſider and ſtudy them as 
forming one comprehenſive plan, without being ſtruck with their 
beautiful and perfect harmony. 

The old Teſtament opens with the hiſtory of creation, and im- 
mediately proceeds to the fall of Adam and the ſentence pronounced 
on him and his poſterity: upon this ſad event are founded the lead- 
ing doctrines of the new Teſtament, the corruption of man, and 
the neceſlity of a Redeemer. 

The glad promiſe of a reſtorer immediately ſucceeds the mourn- 
ful hiſtory of the fall; a faint indeed and obſcure intimation, but 
adapted to the circumſtances of our firſt parents; they had fallen 
under the diſpleaſure of their Maker, and wanted only the proſpect 
of reconciliation, whatever the method of it might be, to encourage 
their religious exerciſes and keep them from deſpair. As the æra 
of the fall became more remote, and the remembrance of it weaker, 


God was pleaſed to give more ſtriking and expreſs revelations of the 
promiſed deliverer. | 
The 
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The nation, tribe, and even family, in which he ſhould be born, 
were clearly foretold ; the time and manner of his appearance, the 
circumſtances of his birth and education, his preaching and mira- 
cles, the very mode of inſtruction he adopted, the ſucceſs which 
ſhould attend his miniſtry, his ſufferings, his death, and his glori- 
ous triumph over the grave, were for ages the ſplendid theme and 
conſtant ſcope of prophecy. 

In the tulneſs of time he appeared, and proved in innumerable 
inſtances, that he was indeed the prophet like unto Moſes, whom 
the God of Iſrael had engaged to raiſe up. His life caſt double 
luſtre on the ſacrificial rites, and the ceremonies of the Jewiſh wor- 
ſhip, and brought to light a meaning, which had been hidden in 
them from ages, but then ſhone forth with ſuch convincing evi- 
dence, as it was impoſſible to diſprove or reject. He cleared the 
obſcurity, and explained the difficulties of the ancient prophets, and 
ſhewed how the Meſſiah, who was to be deſpiſed and rejected of 
men, a man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief, who was to be 
brought as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and cut off by an iniquitous 
judgment, could be at the ſame time that expected Child, that Son, 
on whoſe ſhoulder the government ſhould reſt, whoſe name ſhould 
be called wondertul, Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting 
Father, the Prince of Peace, of the increaſe of whoſe government 
1.” peace there ſhould be no end. Never indeed was there any 
;zrton fo lowly and fo great as Jeſus ; he was born of poor and ob- 
ſcure parents, but was in truth the Son of the moſt high God; a 
manger was the place of his nativity, but his birth was celebrated 
by the ſongs of Angels ; he had not where to lay his head, yet 
could in an inſtant ſupply the wants of attending thouſands ; he ex- 
pired as a Maletactor on the Croſs, but the Sun was darkened and 
the Earth trembled at his diflolution. | 

Thus may the old and new Teſtament be conſider'd as one com- 
plete tranſcript of the divine counſels ; they agree in one repreſen- 
C tation 
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tation of the moral character and perfections of God, the nature 
and condition of man, and the extenſive plans of Jehovah, for the 
advancement of his own glory and the happineſs of his Creatures. 
And when to this circumitance of their perfect agreement, we add 
the authority from which they proceed, the purity of their mora- 
lity, and the ſublimity of their doctrines, we ſhall ice in their fulleſt 
luſtre the value and excellency of the ſacred writings. 

The ſcriptures are the word of God, the dictates of unerring wiſ- 


dom; and ſurely, tho' their ſubject were totally unconnected with 


the nada or intereſts of man, that love of knowledge, which 
dwells in every human heart, ſhould cauſe them, in conſideration 
of their ſource, to be eſteemed as an invaluable treaſure. But 
when we reflect, that they teach us the will of God with reſpect to 
his creatures; the ſervices he requires of us, and the means of ob- 
taining his favor; the very deſire of happineſs, ſo natural to the 
mind of man, ſhould make them our frequent ſtudy, the object of 
our moſt ſerious attention. And when we conſider further, that this 
will of God is adapted to the circumſtances, and tends to the per- 
ſection and happineſs of mankind ; that it enjoins precepts ſo pure 
and holy, as not only to forbid every ſinful action, but thoſe gro- 
velling affections, thoſe impure thoughts, thoſe angry reſentments, 
and anxious cares, which deſtroy the ſerenity, and debaſe the nature 
of the ſoul ; ſo wonderful a diſplay of the goodneſs and holineſs «i 
the Deity ſhould fill our hearts with gratitude and devotion, 

But it is the ſublimity of their doctrines, which makes the ſacred 
writings peculiarly worthy of our higheſt veneration, in them the 
unity and perfections of the divine Being are eminently diſplayed, 
his wiſdom and power in the creation, and his goodneſs in the 
redemption of man ; in them we have the moſt engaging mo- 
tives to love and obedience, and the moſt powerful affiſtances 
to virtue, even the quickening influences of the Spirit of God ;. in 
them the wiſeſt and beſt of men have found reſt to their doubts, 
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an anchor of their hopes, and ſolace in their afflictions; in them 
are life and immortality brought to light; and in them we learn, 
that good men after death ſhall be raiſed to. everlaſting life, ſhall be 
admitted to the ſociety of Saints and Angels, to the beatific pre- 
ſence of God himſelf, there to contemplate through endleſs ages 
the wonders of redeeming love. 

If ſuch is the worth and excellency of revelation, how great are 
the guilt and danger of thoſe, who reject it! In vain do they urge 
the ſufficiency of nature to teach, and the ability of man to per- 
torm his duty, while daily experience atteſts the weakneſs of human 
endeavours, and the voice of nature herſelf, (proclaiming that the 
will of God, however ſignified, is the rule of duty to man, ) proteſts 
againſt her own exaltation. Let them not imagine, that an all-wiſe 
and holy Being will excuſe the light rejection of a revelation, which 
he has vouchſafed to confirm with the united evidence of types, 
prophecies, and miracles. 

Rather let them pay to the word of God the reverence it de- 
mands, leſt the ſolemn day of trial ſhould awfully convince them, 
that amidſt all their pretences to virtue, they flighted the only 
mean of being truly virtuous ; leſt they ſhould find the condemn- 
ation full againſt them, that they loved darkneſs rather than light, 
becauſ eir deeds were evil. 

great, on the contrary, is the happineſs of thoſe, who 
Aly examine the evidences of revelation, and ſincerely embrace it's 

offers! Notwithſtanding their infirmity and the remains of ſin, 
which ſtill cleave to them, they are aſſured of pardon and favor 
from a God of holineſs and truth ; they car. look up to the greateſt 
and beſt of beings, as their firſt friend, and kindeſt benefactor; and 


in all their afflictions and temptations, yea, even in death itſelf, their 
hope is full of immortality. 


